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ABSTRACT: 
 
Tape 3197, Side A 
Introduction to interview with LaVada Taylor Brandon; she was born February 26,  1969 in 
Franklin, Tennessee; currently lives in Indiana; she is currently an assistant professor of Social 
Studies Education at Purdue University-Calumet; turning point in her life as an educator came 
while dealing with low socioeconomic status students and increasing their literacy; second 
turning point in her career was during her time at Louisiana State University; oral history project 
she directed was a wonderful opportunity for her to study oral history as a pedagogical practice; 
she grew up in Nashville, Tennessee and attended Fisk University; with the oral history project, 
she felt like a teacher but also learned from the students; helping students gather information 
from libraries and archives; students interviewed Reverend T.J. Jemison; students created a 
booklet and a readers’ theater out of the interviews; Brandon taught an African American studies 
course at McKinley High School; that was the only time she taught there; her initial participation 
in the oral history project was about her own educational goals; collecting the oral histories 
immortalized the community; Martin Luther King talked to Reverend Jemison about bus boycott; 
effect of oral history project on McKinley students: they learned about the bus boycott and how 
to interact with older people; the project influenced the path of her career, she wants students to 
become a part of the curriculum; she never got any negative feedback from the community about 
the oral history project; suggests Toby Daspit, a professor at Northern Michigan University, be 
interviewed; conclusion. 
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