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ABSTRACT: 
 
Tape 4519  
Mary Jane Jones born in Opelousas, Louisiana on September 25, 1938 to parents Octavia and 
Arthur Martin; family rooted in that area; Jones lived in Vinton, commuting to Mossville to teach 
math; Mossville High School her first job after college; several students older than her, 
contributing to initial fears; most students at Mossville eager to learn; parents cooperative with 
her style of teaching; would follow students home and meet their parents; avoided teachers’ 
lounge gossip; taught at Mossville for about five and a half years, then was transferred in 1968; 
invested in student development and progress; extracurricular activities.  
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